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1\SHFORD_QUARRY_-_REFIABILITAT tON PROPOSALS 

THE CONCEPT 	 Coal has been extracted from Ashford Quarry for many years to 
supply fuel to the adjoining power station. 
Durinq this period overburden has been removed to gain access 
to the coal seams and deposi ted in a number of locations around 
the site. Three large open cuts approximately 550M. long x RM. 
wide x 30M. deep remain as well as stockpiles of similar pro-
portions. 
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Reinstatement of the mine has already begun by White Industries 
in an endeavour to reduce its impact on the environment. Cuts 
have been filled and overburden piles have been reshaped and 
revegetated. The success of this operation is fully illustrated 
by this photograph. 

Completed site 
;hapiriq at 
Ashford Quarry 
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The total mininq area is in access of 160ha. and the attached 
drawings indicate the proposed concept for the rehabilitation 

of the site. 

Generally it is intended to make the site fit and useful for 
wildlife habitation by creatinq an open woodland landscape 
and a system of diverse wetlands. 

it is considered that this will he the best imnieadiate land 
use for the site enahlinq future mininq options to remain open, 
as a larqer coal deposit still remains but at the present stage 
extensive extraction is not feasible. 
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The stockpile of overburden will be graded to a shape to blend 
into the landscape. Some of this work has already been under-
taken at Ashford. 

I 
Grading of 
stockpile and 
protection of 
existing trees. 

During this grading process a greater diversity of habitats can 
be created to suit. a wide range of vegetation. Swales and 
sheltered pockets of various aspects can also be achieved. 

In certain locations when gentle slopes are impracticable to 
produce stabilization with the use of on site boulders would 
be used and a scree type landform created. These screes would 
provide shelter for sisal 1cr reptiles. 

Existing hau]aqe roads provide access around the site. Some 
climb the now hi I ]oc:ks and provide views to the surrounding 
countryside. It is therefore proposed that these will he retained. 
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Ilaulaqe roads 

and overburdens 
piles still to 
be yraded 
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Generally the new landform will consist of gentle undulating 
hills and vales to the eastern side with steeper contours 
internally adjoining the wetlands. 

These mounds will provide shelter and seclusion to the habitats 
surrounding the lagoons. 

THE LAGOONS 	
The three quarries remaining after completing the open cut 
operation will be filled with water to create lagoons and a 
useful wetland habitat. 

Waterbirds have three major requirements, water, food and 
shelter and the concept allows for the development of these 
essential ingredients. 

Shallow water areas will be constructed where light and warmth 
can penetrate to encourage the growth of aquatic plants. 
The existing darn on the site has all these features and the 
photographs illustrates the potential of the proposed lagoons. 
Reeds have quickly colonised the water edges and created a 
semi natural environment. 
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The edges to the quarries will be trimmed and flattened where 
possible and shaped i i regularly to encourage colonizat-  ion by 
aquatic life. The two sotithern'cuts will. be  joined by forming 
a large marsh land hot ween the water bodies. 

Islands will be created where practicable such as on the haul-

age ramps, roadr and between the two cuts. Some quarry edges 

will also he stabilised with boulders again to create diversity 
and protect ion. 

At the present: time the quarries are being kept dry by a system 

of diversion 'irai uìs and t-he use of a pump. Itis intended that 
this process wi 1 1 be reversed and a system of catch drains 

deve loped over the a rea to direct as much of the water falling 

on the upper catuhnient as possible into the quarries. Additional 
water may be required initially and permission is to be sought 

from the Water Resources Commission to obtain water from the 
adjoining Severn River. This is already undertaken by White 
Industries to fill the clam maintaining water supply for the 
Power Station.  

Open cut prior 

to pumping dry. 
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Expoeed coa I seams Wi I I he civil ed and sealed Lu prevent I oak i nq 
of any Lox i c su I phu r wh rh could cause the water to become 
extremely acid and he let riment al to plant life. 

REVEGETATION 	 Vegetation will be out ahi shed using indigenous species to create 

a diversity of habi tate from open woodlands to dense understorey, 
for Pros j on cent tel and tot erenic Protection. Existing pockets 
of woodland will he maintained is t- hese already provide consid-
erabl.e hal it at s for 1 w I I' ran 10 of parr nts and other birds as 
we]. 1 as kanqa tons. I In y w I 1 a I o prnvi de a seed source for 
natural rnqenerit inn of the site. 

After rr.liainq the spoil heaps to acceptable slopes, topsoil 

will  be spread ov r t.ho a ma to a in i ii mum depth of 50mm. The 
en Li ro i r a t ho,  rovnqetated will then be chisel ploughed and 
fert ii i sod and 	iwri w i t Ii a mi xt ire of grasses and clovers to 
fiitaitn upon lii at 	ii-, .4tnepor elopes will be revegetated using 
I ree and si till) s 'in i 	si wi i by the hyd roseecl i ng process. 
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